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Our mission encompasses four key elements of the 
Independent Living Philosophy

Civil Rights Orientation

Cross Disability 
Representation

Individual Control

Advocacy
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There is so much to celebrate at ARISE!  Take one look at Emelia’s face on 
the cover of this report, and you know the positive impact ARISE creates 
in our community and our world.  Programs like Adaptive Design, Ramps, 
Education Advocacy – everything we do – is about building a world where 
people with disabilities have access to what they need to fully participate 
in and contribute to our society.  Because of the Independent Living 
Philosophy, we know that people with disabilities have power to realize 
their own vision for their lives’ course.

In 2022 ARISE along with the rest of the world welcomed the 
opportunity to re-connect with each other as public spaces reopened after 
the pandemic.  We got back on the mountain for ARISE & Ski, we 
hosted the opening of our UNIQUE art and literary magazine exhibition at 
the Everson Museum of Art in Syracuse, we welcomed more people into 
our offices.  And we kept what worked during the pandemic, with effective 
telehealth services and hybrid office schedules for our staff, who do so 
much of their work in the communities and neighborhoods where people 
with disabilities live. We continued to provide the highest quality mental 
health services in light of increasing need. And we ensured that people 
linked to direct supports to live safely and independently in their own 
homes.

With Covid-related funding and generous support from grantors and 
donors, ARISE is in a stronger position than ever to meet future 
challenges and ensure that our crucial services endure.  We are looking 
forward, always looking forward.  Our work is so important that it 
demands nothing less.           

On the cover: Two-year-old Emelia Phillips loves the chair made by ARISE 
                    Adaptive Design. 



Adaptive Design
Makers in the ARISE Adaptive Design program transform low-cost materials into custom devices for 
children and adults with disabilities.  During weekly builds in our workshop at 635 James Street in 
Syracuse, ARISE partners with volunteers of all backgrounds and from community organizations like 
CADimensions, Baxter International Inc., National Grid and SUNY Upstate Medical University. 



ARISE at the FARM

Every day is magical at ARISE at the Farm in Madison County, with horseback riding lessons, inclusive 
recreation and summer programming.  For twenty-four years, ARISE at the Farm has ensured that 
people of all abilities have access to recreation, fun and adventure! 



ARISE & Ski

Ramps

  We are racing down a new mountain in ARISE’s adaptive skiing program.  Thanks to SkiCNY for its 
  support of this volunteer-based program at its Labrador Mountain complex. 

ARISE’s Ramp program began 15 years ago to provide accessibility and independence to 
Oswego County residents by raising money for materials and coordinating volunteers to build 
ramps for people who otherwise could not safely enter and exit their homes.  ARISE is expanding this 
critical program into Cayuga and Madison counties. 



Education Advocacy

Ombudsman Program

Volunteer Cathy Dietrick was named Volunteer of 
the Year in our four-county Region 10 of the 
Ombudsman program.  Dedicated people like 
Cathy advocate for the rights and needs of 
people living in facilities like nursing homes, 
ensuring their highest quality of life.

 Every day, ARISE’s trained Education Advocates assist families in navigating the complex special 
 education system in local schools.  On this special May day at ARISE at the Farm, parents benefitted 
 from educational seminars and training while their kids played games, explored the accessible 
 playground and groomed horses.



Advocacy

Sennett Meadows

Advocacy
Whether it is championing the 
protections of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act or 
insisting on living wages for 
home care workers, ARISE is 
advocating for your rights. 

 ARISE partnered with Rochester-based Cornerstone Group, builder of Sennett Meadows Senior 
 Apartments in Cayuga County.  ARISE will provide support services to residents with physical 
 disabilities or chronic health conditions living in this 60-unit affordable housing complex.



Timeline
ARISE begins as Alternatives for Reaching Independence through 
Services and Engineering, an “independent living project” of the 
United Cerebral Palsy and Handicapped Children’s Association of 
Syracuse (now AccessCNY).

1982
ARISE incorporates as a 501(c)3 non-profit, becoming one of eight 
original Independent Living Centers in New York State. The 
organization advocates for the rights of individuals with 
disabilities and champions accessibility in the built environment 
through programs like the Ramp Program.

After several protests to make public transportation in Syracuse 
more accessible, Centro equips 53 buses with accessible lifts, a 
significant achievement for ARISE advocates.

ARISE creates the ARISE & Ski program at Toggenburg and 
establishes an Independent Living Center in Oswego County. 

ARISE establishes the ARISE Foundation.
The Everson Museum exhibits UNIQUE artwork.

ARISE merges with Options for Independence, becoming the 
designated Independent Living Center for Cayuga County.

1989
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is signed into law on 
July 26, 1990 by President George H.W. Bush.1990

1996

1999 ARISE merges with Child and Family Service, expanding its service 
offerings to include mental health counseling.

2001 ARISE publishes the first edition of UNIQUE magazine, featuring 
artwork by individuals with disabilities.

ARISE moves its main offices to 635 James Street, allowing for 
continued growth and greater community access.

2011

ARISE completes a fully accessible playground at ARISE at the 
Farm and opens it to the public.

2017 ARISE welcomes the Adaptive Design program.

ARISE renovates work and program space at 635 James Street 
using state grant funding.2019

2020
ARISE relocates its Madison County Independent Living Center and 
completes new construction, both at ARISE at the Farm.
Within a week of the COVID pandemic announcement, ARISE 
implements telehealth services.

1979

1998 ARISE at the Farm, an inclusive recreation center and horse farm, 
is established in Chittenango.

2003

2009  ARISE opens an Independent Living Center in Madison County.

2014

2021 ARISE consolidates work spaces in its Syracuse offices and 
initiates a hybrid work environment. 

ARISE expands its Ramp program in Cayuga County and 
introduces it to Madison County.

Madison County



2022 Fiscal Year 
BALANCE SHEET

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

REVENUE
Independent Living and 
Advocacy

 $2,108,080.00 

Mental Health Clinic  $5,239,115.00 
Developmental and Intellectual 
Disability Services  $4,755,777.00 
Aging Services  $6,966,929.00 
Foundation  $495,428.00 
Farm  $315,163.00 
Miscellaneous  $3,403,113.00 
Total Revenue  $23,283,605.00 

EXPENSES
Independent Living and 
Advocacy  $2,159,265.00 
Mental Health Clinic

 $5,825,512.00 
Developmental and Intellectual 
Disability Services  $5,075,415.00 
Aging Services  $7,014,393.00 

Foundation  $277,715.00 
Farm  $460,588.00 
Miscellaneous 3,786.00 
Total Expenses  $20,816,674.00 

ASSETS
Current Assets  $8,968,325 
Property & Equipment  $3,297,317 
Endowment Investments  $108,659 
Other Investments $100,000
Total Assets $12,474,301

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
Current Liabilities $3,335,812
Long-Term Liabilities $537,130
Net Assets $8,601,359

Total Liabilities and  
Net Assets $12,474,301

EXPENSES

REVENUE

 Independent Living and Advocacy                    15%       Independent Living and Advocacy                    15%       

 Mental Health Clinic                                             23% Mental Health Clinic                                             23%

 Developmental and Intellectual Disability      20% Developmental and Intellectual Disability      20%

 Aging                                                                         30% Aging                                                                         30%

 Foundation                                                                2% Foundation                                                                2%

 Farm                                                                            1%     Farm                                                                            1%    

 Independent Living and Advocacy                     10%Independent Living and Advocacy                     10%

 Mental Health Clinic                                              28% Mental Health Clinic                                              28%

 Developmental and Intellectual Disability      25% Developmental and Intellectual Disability      25%

 Aging                                                                         34% Aging                                                                         34%

 Foundation                                                                1% Foundation                                                                1%

 Farm                                                                            2% Farm                                                                            2%

 Miscellaneous                                                         9%       Miscellaneous                                                         9%      

 Miscellaneous                                                       0.2%       Miscellaneous                                                       0.2%      



 

$10,000+
Tania S. Anderson 
City Of Oswego 
G & C Food Distributors and Brokers Inc.
Susan & Edward Judge  
Odd Fellow and Rebekah Benefit Fund Inc. 
P. Drescher Co. Inc. 
Richard S. Shineman Foundation  
United States Treasury
  
$5,000 to $9,999
CADimensions Inc. 
CNY Community Foundation Inc. 
FrontStream (formerly TRUiST)  
Bob and Pam Getek  
Anthony and Martine Malavenda 
Novelis Corporation 
South Bay Barber Shop

$2,000 to $4,999
Berkshire Bank Foundation Inc. 
BNY Mellon 
Brown & Brown Empire State  
Raymond and Angela Carney 
Central New York Community 
     Foundation 
D E French Foundation
Fulton Savings Bank 
Nancy Golden 
Dr. Thomas and Melanie Hartzheim
Reefer Compressor and Parts Inc.
Romano Toyota 
Stanley Metcalf Foundation
Janice and Giovanni Vitale

$1,000 to $1,999
Megan C. Ames

Bond, Schoeneck & King PLLC 
Michael and Laura Cook
Troy Evans
Janelle Fields 
Deborah Gagliardi 
Hal N. Hanlon 
Maurie Heins 
James and Patricia Karasek  
Lori McCrohan 
Thomas McKeown 
Mediacom Communications Corp.
NBT Bank
Julia B. Nosovitch 
Oswego F.U.M.C. Missions Fund 
Pathfinder Bank 
Christine Phillips 
Tecumseh Elementary School  
The City of Fulton ARPA 
Reuel Todd
Juliana Ucchino Koval 
United Way Of Central New York 
United Way of Greater Oswego County

$500 to $999
Cadaret Grant Co Inc. 
Centerpoint Christian Fellowship 
CenterState CEO 
Albert & Barbara Downs 
Empower Federal Credit Union 
European Motor Club of CNY 
Barbara Falkowski 
Jeremy Henderson
Integrated Computer Solutions 
Jim Marshall Farms Foundation Inc. 
Journey of Faith United 
     Methodist Church

John and Candace Marsellus 
Agnes McCray 
Kristen Miguel 
Kyle O’Reilly 
David Potter  
Edna Stevenson 
Jack Webb

$200 to $499
James Asher  
Megan Beller 
Benevity Community Impact Fund     
John Bertram  
Kimberly S. Brown 
Catherine Budlong 
Cassandra Bulak 
Tamara Caruso  
Beth Coughlin 
Michael Cretaro 
William W. Crist 
Ceme Curley 
Ronald D’Amico D.P.M. 
Einstein Construction Group  
Evolution Financial Advisors 
Alexis Fadian 
Sue Finkelstein 
Kristine Frauenhofer  
Winston E. Gaum 
Gaylord Archival 
Giovanni’s Tuxedos LLC 
Donald Griffin
Peter Haggerty 
Wayne Hamilton 
Ann C. Hanley 
Mary & Jim Hettler

Thank you to our donors!
ARISE and the ARISE Foundation are deeply grateful for the generosity of the individuals, 

organizations, and businesses who support our mission in Onondaga, Oswego, Madison, Cayuga and 
Seneca counties. The following is a list of some of our donors who gave between 

July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022. Thank You!



$200-$499 Continued
Melissa Hyman 
Kristen Jackson 
John Judge 
Stephen Judge 
Arlene Kanter  
Danielle A. Katz 
TJ Krawczyk 
Robynn Krueger 
Cynthia J. Kwiek 
Laura and Paul Little 
Bessie Loomis  
Mike Luton  
Nina Lutz 
Timothy Mahar
Robert A. Markowski 
James O. Marshall 
John Martin 
Michael & Mary Jane Mastriano 
McGowan’s Hardware  
Janice McKenna 
Katrin Miller 
Modern Kitchens of Syracuse 
John Murray 
Network For Good 
Dru Nordmark
Oswego Moose Lodge  
Provo’s Auto Parts Inc. 
Marvin Reed 
Mary Reed  
Rich & Gardner Construction Co.
Joseph Romano
Margaret Romer 
Dorothy A. Schmid 
Marilyn and John Skopek 
James Skvorak 
Rebecca Sterling 
Iting Trout 
Edward W. Tucker 
United Way of Greater Rochester
David Vinciguerra

Antonio Vitale 
VMLY&R Foundation 
Suzanne Wagner  
William and Barbara Yorton
$0-$199
Lillian Abbott Pfohl 
Julia Abraham 
Mary Anne Agan 
Francis Alder 
Carol Alnutt 
AmazonSmile Foundation
Ronald Arnold 
Arograph Displays 
Aurelius Fire Department
     Ladies Auxiliary 
Darcy Beers 
Ceidlen Beller 
Roger Benn 
Gabrielle Bennett 
Robert E. Berkey 
Carol Berkower 
Bolivar Road Elementary School 
Patrick Bradley
Robert F. Brennan 
Andrew Broderick 
Joyce Brown 
Thomas Brown 
John Bullen 
Marion Carvalho 
Theresa Casper-Klock 
Dwanah Caver 
Charities Aid Foundation Amerca 
Chuyang Chen 
Kathryn Chillemi
Tracy L. Cifra 
Shirley Coffin 
Shelly Collins 
Community Foundation of Des Moines 
Compass Credit Union
John P. Conroy 
Maria Coogan
Dennis Coon

Ashley Crabtree 
Georgia Crinnin
Stephanie Cross 
Tim Crossman 
Daniel Daley 
Joan Dambroso 
Carol Davenport 
Susan L. Dean
Betty DeFazio 
Michael Delbalso 
David Denninger 
Joel Derby 
Lindsay Devendorf 
Eileen Dewitya 
Judy Dilmore 
Patrick E. Discenza 
Irem Dix 
Michael Donohue 
John Donovan 
Lee Dowd 
Kevin & Anne Dudash 
East Syracuse Chevrolet
Cassandra Eckhardt 
Jo Anne Ellis 
Scott English 
Exelon Foundation c/o CybeGrants 
Brett Fingland 
John L. Fitzgerald 
Jim Flath 
Catherine Foertch 
Philip (Kelley) Fraccola 
Sheila Fraser 
Patricia Freeman 
Tara Frey 
Carol Ganotis 
General William Floyd Chapter DAR 
Colleen Gibbons
Iyleah Gilbert
Give Lively Foundation Inc.
Douglas Glenn
Susan Gold
Terri L. Gondeck



$0-$199 Continued
Warren Hamblet
Barbara Hamer
Kip & Terri Hargrave
Michele Harrington
Jessica Haskins
Roger Heimstra
Jessica Hitt
Hough Construction Inc.
Alan Howard
Therese Howington
Kathleen Howland
Kristin Hueber
Bridgette Hunt
Nicole Jenkins
Jackie Jenner
Mark Johnson
Joi Jones
Joseph J. Abt & Sons Inc.
Matthew Judge
Rochelle Kandt
Robert Kantak
Claire Kennedy
Kiehl Family
Mary C. Kilpatrick
Jeffrey Kirshner
Edward Kochian
Linda Kotowicz
Adrienne Kraushaar
Catherine Labucki
Mary Laws
Jay Lee
Laurel Lemee
Betty Lesczynski
Rachel Lillie 
Nancy A. Linnenbach 
Amy Locastro 
Susan M. Loevenguth 
Kharyn Lott 
Michael Lynch 
Maureen A. MacPherson
Nicholas Malone

Connor McGough 
Jeanne McKee 
Katie McQuaide 
Robert T. Mendyke 
Ellen T. Merriman 
Suzanna Metcalf 
Donald E. Milmore 
Chris Milner 
Gerard Moriarity
Michael Moss 
Christopher Munn 
John Nastasi 
Claudia Natale 
National Grid 
Robert Neimeier 
Judith Nemecek 
Patrick Nichols 
Margaret P. Ninno 
Jill Noboa 
Kyle Norton 
Nottingham Retirement Community
Sheila O’Donnell 
Bridget O’Hara 
Andrea Pagano 
Jeff Parker
C R. Patterson 
Harold K. Peeling 
Claire Pendergrast 
Stanley Perkins
Gerald Petro 
Bill Pfohl 
Elaina Pirro 
Nancy Pirro 
Bryan Pitre 
Joyce S. Placito 
Dave & Susan Potter 
Scott J. Powers
Rick & Barb Pratt 
Portia Prince Webster
Joe Quinn 
Jeff Rea

Michele Rebeor 
Julie Reedy 
Brittany Reschke 
Henry W. Reynders 
Gary & Katherine Robb 
Susan Rogers 
Shana Roth-Gormley 
Joanne Russell Swidowski 
S&J Property Management LLC  
Regina Sandler-Phillips 
James Satalin 
Kathy Saylor 
Brian & Dee Dee Schenck 
Kathleen Schill 
Margaret Schill 
Vicky Schipper 
Mary Schwanke 
John Scollan 
Peyton Sefick 
Kathleen Sensenbach
Jeffrey Shaw 
Richard L. Sherman 
Amy Sholes 
Sara Shumway 
Catherine Simone 
Jilda Singh
Cynthia Smith
Celeste Sollod
Natalie Spicyn
Susan Steiner
Margaret L. Strail
Christina Sudol
Peg Swingle
Amanda Tanner
The Linda Rooker Revocable Trust
The Nation Company LLC
Heather Thompson
Matt Titus
Benjamin Townsend
Gregory Tyminski
Francis Tyrrell



$0-$199 Continued
Linda Vandusen
Susan Virgil
Maria and Michael Visco
Stephanie Visconti
Lorraine Voytko
Donald Waldron
Robert & Joanne Walsh
Rick Warner
Carolyn Waterman
Stephen C. Weisbrod
Chad Whelsky
Melissa Whipps
Benjamin Wightman
Karen A. Williams
Andrew Winkler
Linda N. Wobus
Women’s Club of Fulton
Richard Wood
Heather Wyatt
Richard Yacobush
Sheila Yoensky
Emily Zaengle

Thank you!

GRANTS
United Way of Central New York – Education Advocacy, Crisis Management
United Way of Greater Oswego County – Advocacy
United Way of Cayuga County – Adaptive Design
Oswego County – Ramp Program
Cayuga County – Ramp Program 
Onondaga County Community Development Block Grant – Housing 
     Advocacy 
City of Oswego – Ramp Program 
City of Auburn Community Development Block Grant – Ramp Program,
     Personal Care Bank, Sibshops, Stay and Play
City of Syracuse Community Development Block Grant – Housing Advocacy
Empire State Supportive Housing Initiative – Supported Housing
Odd Fellow and Rebekah Benefit Fund – Summer Recreation, Inclusive
     Horseback Riding
Shineman Foundation – Ramp Program
Berkshire Bank Foundation – Housing Advocacy
Avangrid – Adaptive Design Holiday Hackathon
Romano Cars – Adaptive Design Holiday Hackathon
New York State Council on the Arts – Unique Art Magazine and Exhibition 
CNY Arts – Unique Art Magazine and Exhibition
Office of Mental Health – School-based Mental Health Services, Intensive 
     Community-based Services
D E French Foundation – Freedom Riders
Stanley Metcalf Foundation – Freedom Riders 

Romano Cars supports Adaptive Design Odd Fellow and Rebekah Benefit Fund supports 
ARISE at the Farm



ARISE Foundation

Main & Onondaga County Office
635 James Street 
Syracuse, NY 13203 
Office: (315) 472-3171

Oswego County Office       
Creekside Plaza, 293 SR 104 
Oswego, NY  13126                    
Office: (315) 342-4088

 

ARISE at the Farm/Madison 
County Office
1972 New Boston Rd 
Chittenango, NY 13037 
Farm: (315) 687-6727 
Office: (315) 363-4672

 

Fulton Mental Health Office  
113 Schuyler Street, Suite 2 
Fulton, NY 13069
Office: (315) 887-5156

Cayuga/Seneca County Office
21 Lincoln Street 
Auburn, NY 13021 
Office: (315) 255-3447

OUR LOCATIONS

ARISE Online: www.ariseinc.org
Social Media:

Serving 5 Counties in Central New York

The Foundation kicked off the 2021 Farm Campaign with a Fall Farm Showcase in October 2021.  The 
campaign raised more than $113,000 that will be used for programming and facilities. 



Your generous monthly gift of $10.00 ensures that everyone regardless of disability has 
the power to make life choices and achieve their dreams.  

All of us working together support and strengthen our community.

Your gift of $10 a month gives hope and helps 
Central New Yorkers live an independent life.

Your gift supports  
programs to enable 
independence and 
freedom. 

Your monthly 
support makes it 
possible for artists 
and poets to realize 
their dreams.

Your monthly 
donation provides 
services for students to 
learn in a supportive 
environment.

Your support makes it 
possible to meet new 
friends, learn riding 
skills, and have fun.

Your monthly support 
provides accessible housing 
for people who want to live 
independently.

Your monthly 
contribution supports the 
freedom of independent 
living.

Your monthly donation 
supports those seeking 
employment opportunities.

Just $10 a month 
increases access to mental 
health care, promotes one’s 
journey to self-discovery and 
wellness.

Support ARISE 
    Support INDEPENDENCE

DONATE


