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Whatôs inside: 

 

 

Our mission is to work with 

people of all abilities to  

create a fair and just  

community in which  

everyone can fully   

participate. 
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2.   ARISE Groups  

3.  Other Announcements     
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6.  Childrenôs Fun Page  

7.  Calendar  

8.  Other Information   

Area Bikers ñRide for Rampsò to benefit 

ARISE Oswego County Ramp Project!  

 
 On June 13, area bikers are encouraged to collect 

pledges, send a donation, and show up to ride for the benefit 

of the ARISE Oswego County Ramp Project in the second an-

nual ñRide for Rampsò event. All makes and models of motor-

cycles are welcome in the 155 -mile tour through the Oswego 

County countryside.  

Bikers will rally at the New Haven Fire Station, State 

Route 104, New Haven, NY at 11 AM to tour as a group start-

ing at noon. Three rest stops are planned along the route, 

and refreshments will be available on return.  

 The ARISE Oswego County Ramp Project builds and in-

stalls ramps for individuals with disabilities and their families 

who otherwise cannot afford the home modification. For 

someone who uses a wheelchair or who has mobility impair-

ments, a single step can present a barrier to entering or leav-

ing his or her home. A ramp can be a gateway to independ-

ence. This ongoing project has changed the lives of many 

Oswego County residents through the years. Some have re-

turned home from nursing homes, while others have been 

able to get out and participate in the community they love.  

 Ramps are designed and constructed by volunteers in 

the First United Methodist Church of Oswego and the greater 

Oswego County community. With enough funds for materials, 

the volunteers can create more than twenty ramps per year.  

 ñRide for Rampsò bikers will not only enjoy a great 

ride, but will help out a great cause. For more information on 

the ride, contact Jason at 751 -6757. To find out more about 

the Ramp Project, contact ARISE at 342 -4088.  
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Self -Advocacy Group  

 June 17- 12:00 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

Self-Advocacy is a group for people who want to 

advocate for change. We will now be meeting 

AFTER the Social Club every month. For additional 

information, or if you have an issue you would like 

the group to advocate for, please contact Ken Skillen 

at 342-4088 ext. 226.  

Teen Group  

- 6:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

 

Please contact Heather Lee at 342-4088 ext. 243 and 

leave a message or e-mail hlee004@twcny.rr.com if 

you are interested in attending. Feel free to send 

Heather any ideas you may have for events this year. 

The group is always looking for new ideas and 

exciting places to go! 

Social Club  

June 17- 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

 

This group is for adults age 18 and over. The theme 

this month is Fatherôs Day. If you have any questions, 

please contact Jen Stanard at 342-4088 ext. 216.  

Central Square Social Club  

June 10 - 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

 

The Social Group will be celebrating our 

graduates that night with a party.  So please 

plan to attend and have a fun time!  Central 

Square ARISE Social Group is open to any 

youth in any district with any type of disability 

who is still in school and not younger than 13. 

Please contact Vicki Affinati at 668-4231 ext. 2108, if 

you have any questions.  

Social Skills Pulaski  

6 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

 

The Social Skills Club is for children ages 10-14, 

who are OMRDD eligible. We are meeting every 

Thursday from 6 pm-7 pm, and working on social 

skills activities such as: role playing, communicating, 

leadership, emotions, bullying and dealing with 

sensitive situations. If you have any questions, please 

call Jen Stanard at 343-4088 ext. 216. 

The Vision Network  

June 21 - 9 a.m. 

 

This month, the Vision Network will meet to discuss 

Call-N-Ride, enlarged menus and future projects. For 

more information, contact Sabine Ingerson at 342-

4088 ext. 210. 

  

Arise Groups  

Save the Date  

 

Now introducing...ARISE Independent Living Skills Class! This class teaches budgeting, 

nutrition and menu planning, housing and rental issues, transportation and employment, and 

job  searching. We will be meeting weekly for seven weeks. Our last class will be spent 

reviewing skills learned, and we will be celebrating success with a certificate ceremony for all 

participants! Our first class is on July 8th from 1 pm - 4 pm.  Please call Jen Stanard at 342-

4088 ext. 216 to register. This class is free, and we will be serving refreshments! Hope to see 

you there! 
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Important Qualification Changes for the Access Pass 
 

Effective Spring/Summer 2010, some New York residents will no longer be eligible for Access Pass benefits 

due to the recent changes made to make the eligibility rules more in line with the state law.  

 

If you have qualified for the New York State Parks Access Pass because you receive federal Social Security 

Disability, Supplemental Security Income, or Railroad Retirement Board Disability, or if you qualified under 

the category, ñsemi-ambulatory,ò your Access Pass benefits will be discontinued. You can reapply if you feel 

youôre eligible through the remaining categories: blind, deaf, non-ambulatory, amputee, veteran with a 

disability, or mental disability.  

 

For more information or to reapply visit nysparks.com or call 518-474-2324 during normal business hours. 

 

Valid Codes: VA, DD, DF, AM, WC, BL or MH. 

 

Discontinued Codes: SS, CA PA, LB, WK, RR, KR, HR, CR,OX or ST. 

ARISE Self-Advocates Presenters at Regional Conference 
 

On Saturday, May 22, five members of the Self-Advocacy Council of Oswego County not only 

attended the Regional Self-Advocacy Conference sponsored by the CNY DDSO held in Cicero but 

also led a workshop. Ken Skillen, Sarah Skillen, Roger Pullen, Cherie Griffin and Billie Griffin along 

with support from Jim Cronk, Peer Advocate at ARISE, spent many hours during April and May to 

prepare for the presentation on ñSelf-Advocacyò. 

Topics discussed at the workshop were the meaning of self-advocacy and its importance to 

persons with developmental disabilities.  Presenters and workshop participants shared what being a 

self-advocate has meant to them.  They talked about the role of the Self-Advocacy groups and projects 

they were involved in from changing the location of a bus stop, to snow removal, and fundraising.  

Ken, Billie, Sarah, Roger and Cherie shared that participation in the group has taught them to speak 

up for themselves as well as for others.  The 45 participants were very much engaged in the discussion 

and shared about activities of their groups.  They invited the workshop participants who are not 

presently in a group to join a group in their area or to start one.  Local Self-Advocacy groups are part 

of the Self-Advocacy Association of NYS which supports local groups. 

Also at the conference, the Self-Advocacy Network held a workshop about Spread the Word to 

End the use of the R-word. During the presentation, the self-advocacy council talked about the event 

they did on March 3rd at Oswego State College where the members passed out flyers and bookmarks 

inviting students to refrain from using the word ñretarded.ò 

The video ñWe Have Choicesò featuring several individuals across New York State who have 

come a long way to reach independence and are now living in their own apartment and using 

individualized supports and services. ARISE has a copy of the video.  We invite you to make an 

appointment to come to ARISE to watch it. 

Chris Paronis from the Self-Advocacy Network was elected as the next Regional 

Representative on the SANYS Board following in the foot steps of Sarah Skillen, who served as a 

member of the statewide Self-Advocacy Association for the central region for the past 3 years. 

The next meeting of the Oswego Self-Advocacy Group will be at ARISE on Thursday, June 18 

at 12 noon.  To learn more about the group and about self-advocacy, please contact Ken Skillen at 342

-4088 ext. 226. 
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The Transition Corner  

By: Vicki Affinati  

 

Transition Services Coordinators  

Central Square  

Vicki Affinati  

vaffinati@ariseinc.org 

Oswego 

Kelly Howard 

KHoward@oswego.org 

Mexico 

Christine Ward 

cward@ariseinc.org 

In May the Central Square Transition Coordinator held a resource fair at the High School.  

Several different agencies set up tables and handed out information to school district staff that 

attended.  An information packet on the different agencies was also given to each person who 

attended.  If you would like this emailed to you, please send an email to 

VAffinati@ariseinc.org and request the resource packet. 

 

The Adaptive Physical Education class along with the ARISE Transition Service Coordinator 

planned and held a very successful Special Olympics Day at Central Square High School.   

The youth all received ribbons and they all tye-dyed their own team T-shirt for the event.  

Refreshments were served and everyone had a lot of fun. 

 

The Lifeskills classes have also enjoyed four days at ARISE at the Farm this month and last 

month.  The youth were able to ride horses, go hiking, play games, go fishing and have their 

picnic lunch there.  Cooperation was one of many skills that were taught on these outings.  

This was arranged with the Central Square Transition Service Coordinator from ARISE. 

 

A dance was held on May 27th for all teens in Oswego County with any type of a disability.  

The dance was organized with the Lifeskills class and the ARISE Transition Service 

Coordinator from Central Square.  The dance was the second one held this year for the youth.  

A huge thank you to JaMs DJ and Karaoke Services who donated their time for this event.  

You can contact them at: jams208@yahoo.com.  There were lots of refreshments, tons of fun 

and loads of laughter and dancing! 

 

Transition services are required by law and must be provided by the school district.  You can 

contact your school guidance counselor if you have any questions. 

ARISE Consumers Make Great Gains with Literacy Skills  

 

Our thanks and appreciation go to Chelsea Sherman, Integration Specialist, who was trained by 

Literacy Volunteers of Oswego County to assist her consumers improve their reading and math 

skills. Recently we received a note from LVOC stating how successful these consumers have 

been due to Chelseaôs enthusiasm and application of the skills learned. Anyone interested in 

improving their literacy skills call Lee at ARISE or Paula Baker at LVOC.  

mailto:vaffinati@ariseinc.org
mailto:KHoward@oswego.org
mailto:cward@ariseinc.org
mailto:VAffinati@ariseinc.org
mailto:jams208@yahoo.com
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ARISE Welcomes New  

Medicaid Service Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

I would like to introduce myself, my name is Chris Scoville. I was born here in Oswego and lived in 

Fulton most of my life. I graduated high school from Northview High School, in Dothan, Alabama. 

Afterwards, I went on to Cayuga Community College and earned my degree there. During that time I 

met my wife and we have four children.  
 

During 2008, I met Ginny Ahart, a Community Integration Specialist, who was working with my 

nephew at the time, and she told me about ARISE. She gave me information on the job of CIS and its 

rewards. I went with the thought process that the job would fit with my own character. I have helped 

with the Fulton Pop Warner football program for a number of years. Volunteering my time to help out 

where needed including being an assistant coach for the kids. Not to mention using and relating my 

own life experiences with my family and friends with different disabilities.  
 

January 2009, I began working as a CIS helping my consumers attain their goals. I have found the joy 

that they would express at even the smallest accomplishments to be very rewarding. As well as the 

surprise and excitement that they would have when they would find something new. Recently I was 

informed about a Medicaid Service Coordinator position available at ARISE. I applied and accepted 

the position.  
 

I am pleased and humbled by this opportunity to work at ARISE and I am thankful for all those 

involved in my journey here.   

 
 

ARISE Welcomes New  

Medicaid Service Coordinator  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I would like to introduce myself, my name is Jennifer Torrese. I am a new Medicaid Service 

Coordinator at ARISE. I have my Masters in Education with and Undergraduate degree in 

Psychology. During the past few years I have substitute taught in the Oswego City School 

Districts. I am very excited to be a part of the ARISE team. My interests include running, 

coaching soccer, and spending time with my three kids. You can reach me at 342-4088 ext. 

237, or by e-mail at jbabcock@ariseinc.org.    
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Childrenõs Fun Page 
 

 


